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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL: 

 

Hawk Families, 
  
What a whirlwind 2020 has been!  I would like to sincerely thank you for working in partnership with Hendricks to cre-
ate a successful remote start to the school year.  It is certainly a different start than we are accustomed to, but I am 
hearing many stories of success despite the challenges inherent in a remote system.  Students are connecting with 
their teachers and peers and learning content in new ways.  We are all becoming increasingly comfortable with tech-
nology and are working through connectivity and Internet challenges.  I firmly believe we will all be stronger once this 
has passed and we are able to return in person.  Please continue to monitor the Flowing Wells website “Safe and 
Strong” page for the latest updates on our District’s plan for the school year.     
 
Many families joined us for our virtual orientations during the first week of school.  It is always exciting to meet with 
families at the start of the school year, even via Zoom!  If you have not had a chance to connect with your child’s 
teacher, I encourage you to do so soon via phone, email or  their class App.  It is important for children’s academic suc-
cess that we establish relationships between school and home early in the year.  This is particularly true in a remote 
environment.  Please know we value your feedback about what is working and what needs continued refinement in 
our new remote setting.  
 
The staff has been working hard to plan remote lessons aligned to our reading and writing curriculum, Into Reading. 
Please help us continue to build a culture of reading by challenging your child to read at least 20 minutes every night.  
It is critical that students develop stamina for reading longer passages in order to be successful in school. We continue 
with Investigations mathematics remotely as well and will continue to work on understanding why mathematics works 
the way that it does.  You can help students be successful with deep thinking in math by helping them develop fluency 
in basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts.  When children don’t have to think as hard about these 
basic facts, they are better able to use their brains for critical thinking.  Log on to Reflex math, use some flash cards, or 
find a fun online game to encourage children to practice facts!    

 
I want to thank the PTO for their continued support of Hendricks.  We are excited 
to have some new officers this school year.  Thank you to Brandy Marshall, re-
turning as president; Amanda Perkins, new treasurer; and Mary Frances Kuper, 
new secretary.  PTO has an opening for a Vice President.  If you are interested 
please see the PTO Facebook page or email our PTO at hen-
dricks.pto@gmail.com.  We would love you to join us for our next PTO 
meeting on Thursday, September 17th at 5:30 pm via Zoom.  You can find the 
monthly PTO Zoom meeting link on the Hendricks PTO Facebook page.    
 
It is an honor to serve you as principal of Hendricks Elementary School.  If you 
have questions or concerns, please feel free to call or email me anytime. 
    
 Hawks Are A+ Strong! 

Appreciatively, 
 
Tabetha Finchum 
520-696-8405 

Important Contact Numbers: 
 

Student Absence Line 
696-4807 

 
Phyllis Agraan, Registrar 

696-8400 
 

Desiree Fitterer 
Health Assistant  

696-8402 
 

Darlene Jones,  
Administrative Assistant 

696-8401 
 
 

Cafeteria Manager  
696-8408 



A special thanks to all parents who call in to report student absences. 
Even if you tell the student’s teacher, the office needs to know as well.  
Please call the Attendance Line at 696-4807.      
 
Parents:  Please be sure to update the school with changes to your 
contact information (home phone, email, and/or cell phone) in order to 
receive important school-wide notifications.   

A Note from  

Mrs. Agraan 

  Band and Orchestra Students:  Make sure you have    
  your instrument and book ready for each class.  Set   
  up a quiet place to practice without any  
  distractions.  If you are borrowing a school  
  instrument, make sure you have stopped by the    
  front office to pick it up. 
 

Mrs. McCarthy and Mr. O’Keefe 

Thank you families for joining us in Reading Lab this week! It was 

so nice to "see" your children and listen to them read. We are look-

ing forward to continuing to work with your child throughout the 

quarter. A helpful tip to help your child be on time to our Interven-

tion times is to set an alarm on your phone to use as a reminder!  

Title I 



Medication Policies: 
 
All Over the counter (OTC) and prescribed medications (Rx) must be 
brought or picked up from the Health Office by a parent/guardian.  All 
OTC and Rx medications must have a prescription from a physician; 
medications are not allowed to be given without it. A parent/guardian 
must fill out a  

permission form in order for your child to receive medication at school.  Tylenol, Ibuprofen, allergy medicine 
are all examples of OTC and must have a prescription from a physician. 
  

Medical Concerns: 
 
     If your child has any pertinent medical history that may affect your child’s safety while at school please 
notify the Health Office.  If your child is sick and has a fever, they must be  
fever free for 24 hours prior to returning to school. 
 

6th Immunizations: 
 

If your 6th Grade student has not received his/her  Tdap and Meningcococcal (MCV) please make an appoint-

ment and get that completed.  Please let the health office know when an appointment has been made or the 

vaccine has been given. 

PTO News 
Please join us, via ZOOM, for our September PTO Meeting @ 5:30pm on 17th. 

Ms. Fitterer 



Fabulous First Grade 

We survived the first month of online school  
together as one solid team! 

 
Thanks for working so closely with us on a daily basis. 

 
Please come early to each scheduled Zoom or Loom class: 
7:55 :  Live Zoom = Morning Meeting 
9:10 :   Loom Writing Foundations with Ms. Sabin 
10:25 : Live Zoom = Reading 
12:25 : Live Zoom = Math 
1:00 :   Your Assigned Specials Class 
1:30 :   Independent Math Workshops 
 
There are assignments given in each of the following classes: Writing  
Foundations, Reading and Math. Please check every day under the classwork 
section and Return/Submit your student’s work for the day.  
Grades will be taken for daily participation and completions of assignments. 
When your child is in a Zoom meeting, please limit the background noise a 
much as possible. Sitting your child next to a wall will also help. 
Technology on any given day may be unreliable. Please know we will be trying 
our hardest to get back online with your child ASAP. 
 

             To another great month ahead. Please stay in touch! 

Fondly, Your First Grade Team 

 

Hello Kindergarten Families! Welcome to September! We had 

a great first month of Remote Learning with getting to know 

each other, building our Classroom Community, practicing 

our colors, and diving into learning. Each day we are amazed 

at how fantastic your little ones are doing! We know this is be-

cause of all the support and dedication from families. Thank 

You! As September approaches, please remember to continue helping your child write his/

her own name by themselves. Remind them that the first letter in their name is always an up-

percase, and the rest of the letters are lowercase. We look forward to another successful 

month in Kindergarten, as we navigate through this new way of learning together! 

The Kindergarten Team 



Second graders are off to an amazing start!! We are so excited to get to 

know all your children more this year and work with them as they learn and 

grow! Even though this year looks very different, we still have high expecta-

tions when it comes to achievements and behavior. Thank you for your sup-

port and patience as we navigate all of these new arenas of remote learn-

ing. We appreciate the time, effort, and positive attitude you have put in to 

help your child be successful so far.  
 

Thank you for coming to our What's Up Wednesday parent zoom meetings. 

We hope they have been helpful and a way for you to connect with your child's teacher and other 

parents going through the same things you are. Please continue to join us at 5pm on Wednesdays! 

  

Here are some tips to remember: 

-During Technical difficulties, check the Stream, Remind, and have a book, slate to practice spelling 

words or writing sentences, etc...nearby!  

-Keep a regular routine: Incorporate schoolwork, posting assignments in Google Classroom, reading 

for reading log, movement/exercise, getting fresh air, drinking water and         balanced diet. 

-Try to limit screentime since we are on them SO much during the school day. Try to end school day 

at 2:10 because that's when we would normally be wrapping things up.  

-If you need your child to be working quietly, have a book box, list of exercises, spelling words/high 

frequency/math fact flashcards, journal writing available to work on.  

-Always encourage your child to do his/her best. Hang up assignments that you know your child 

worked hard on and are proud of!  

-If your child is struggling at home with ANYTHING, please let their teacher know.  
 

Working together to support children makes such a difference. Thank you again for your support 

and teamwork! 
 

 We look forward to having a great year filled with firsts, fun, friends, and learning of course!  
  

Thank you for attending parent orientation and for helping your 
child start online learning. We are looking forward to an exciting 
year with our third graders. Please remember it is important that 
students log in on time, and that they are in class every day. Third 
grade is a big transition, and we want to ensure every child is suc-
cessful. 

Students are already beginning to tackle new math concepts and learning to construct viable 

arguments to solve problems. We encourage all students to utilize the Reflex Math program 

at home to help improve their fact fluency. In reading, students are learning new and higher-

level vocabulary words, and how to read and respond to questions about a text independent-

ly. We appreciate your communication and support. We look forward to a fabulous year with 

you and your child! 



We are looking forward to working with you this year! We know that this is a differ-

ent start to the school year, but we appreciate your commitment and patience. Thank 

you for attending our virtual orientation and joining Class Dojo.  This allows for easy 

communication with parents and continuity with remote learning.   

 

As a reminder, please encourage your child to come to the Zoom lessons on time, at 

8:00, 10:00 and 12:30.  It would also be beneficial if they were seated at a table to do their school work.  We 

have been working on Zoom etiquette and participation during Zoom lessons.  Please encourage your stu-

dent to actively participate during the lesson.  Students are still struggling with taking and uploading a picture 

of their math work.  As a general reminder, if the students can't read the picture and see their work, neither 

can their teacher.  We have been getting blurry, illegible pictures which makes it difficult to grade. 

 

Thank you for your support during this transition to remote learning. 

We want to thank everyone who has contributed to the wonderful start of our new school year. Virtual 

learning has been a challenge for not only teachers, but students and families. We are so proud of each and 

every hawk who has overcome these challenges and put their best foot forward. Change is difficult, but we 

are all handling it like superstars.  

  

In 5th grade, students have been navigating google classroom for assignments and zoom for live instruction. 

5th grade has been busy working on ten minute math lessons where they have used arrays to formulate 

multiplication equations and writing foundations where they used the "Mr. Morton" video to form complete 

sentences. We have also worked on figurative language in our inventor's stories and double digit multiplica-

tion in math.  

  

Don't forget to check in with your child's teacher for our spirit day Fridays! These days are optional but give 

students a chance to dress up and show some spirit on Fridays.  

  

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the fifth grade team members for any questions, comments, or con-

cerns. Thank you for your support as we are excited for an awesome year in 5th grade! 



Thank you for your patience, questions, and perseverance during the first month of the school year. We un-

derstand that remote learning has it's challenges. 

 

Though our Zoom meetings end at 11:35, students are not done with the day. After lunch, students have in-

dependent practice or science labs to complete for each of their core classes: math, science, and social stud-

ies/writing.  Please check your students Google Classroom for returned work that has been scored, feedback, 

missing assignments, and work that has been turned in late. Grades are being updated weekly in Power 

School. 

 

In Science we learned about the scientific method and then practiced the method with an origami frog lab. 

We are now learning the engineering method and will practice that with a seed dispersal lab. Students will 

soon be given access to their online science textbook through Savvas Realize, which was previously Pearson. 

This textbook includes text that can be read to students by the computer, interactive labs, and quests. They 

will also be completing more labs at home but will need supplies provided by the school. I will send out infor-

mation about when and where to pick up the supply kits for the labs. I anticipate the district will distribute 

those to schools with-in the next couple weeks.  

 

The big ideas that were covered in math this month include using the standard long division algorithm, expo-

nents, greatest common factor, and least common multiple. We will apply our knowledge of GCF and LCM to 

fraction concepts such as simplifying fractions and finding common denominators throughout the year.  

 

In Social Studies/Writing, we are working on our first unit, looking at how geography affects the movement 

and settlement of people.  We are using our Social Studies text to support our thinking in our writing and de-

veloping a working knowledge of how to cite a source.  We have introduced a handful of activities to be 

worked on during study hall including "Mimic the Mentor" to strengthen writing, complex informational text 

for reading, and map skills practice for social studies.  

 

September Important Dates 
 

September 3   Early Release Day  
September 7   Labor Day—No School 
September 10  Fall Title I Meeting 
September 17  PTO Zoom Meeting 
September 28  Fall Picture Day 

 

 


